
Holy Week Lenten Devotions 2021 

A few weeks before Lent began, Kathy Westlake and I were reminiscing about the Lenten 

booklets we had all worked to create, and how much we appreciated the stories of so many of 

our members. With Reverend Dan Bryant's blessing, we began the project of reading some of the 

20 past Lenten books I had saved through the years. Kathy selected eight messages which have 

been posted on the Internet for our members to read. She passed the project back to me to select 

three more Messages for Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter. However there are so many 

good entries that I am going to submit a message for every day during Holy Week! We hope 

these messages will be meaningful to you.    

Anne Palomaki 

  



Holy Week Devotions 

Monday, March 29, 2021 

Encounters with Christ 

When I was a junior in high school, our Sunday school teacher, Millard Jordan, gave me 

a scholarship to attend Camp Miniwanca. At camp we learned leadership skills and took classes 

to give us a path for living a Christian life. Every morning, 400 campers from all over the world 

would begin their day with morning devotions. The spot I picked to commune with God was 

under a Michigan cheery tree on the dunes overlooking Lake Michigan. Every year my little spot 

would change with the Michigan winter winds, and I would look forward to finding it each of the 

four summers I spent there as a camper. This time with God was life changing! The quiet and 

beauty of nature was all around me. Beginning my day with Jesus by my side helped to 

determine who I am today.  

During my first two years at camp, I enjoyed classes like "Finding God in Nature", 

"Philosophy of Religion", and "Balanced four fold living - physically, socially, mentally, and 

spiritually". My teachers were all college professors or ministers who endeared youth and helped 

us to become "Our own best selves". During our morning devotions, I had many conversations 

with God, praising him for my family, my friends, and the beauty of His creation. 

In my third and fourth years, God beckoned me to work with youth. I felt His call. Youth 

have enriched my life. During the 25 years I worked with youth groups at LUMC, Jesus has been 

the focus of many conversations with them. I feel grateful to LUMC for all of my church 

training. At camp, I learned that God is there for us, if we listen to His call. 

Marty Harris (2012) 



Holy Week Devotions 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 

In 1994, many of us from LUMC attended the Billy Graham Crusade held in the 

Cleveland Browns football Stadium. Some of our church members who participated in the 

crusade choir of thousands included Jack and Anne Palomaki, Ginny Vigrass, Marj Ruhl, 

Carolyn and Dean Rummery. Other crusade participants included Freddie and Irv Curley, Ralph 

Gates, Marge and Roger Meadows and many youth members. 

It was thrilling to be in this great ecumenical crusade. One of the great worship hymns we 

sang for the commitment altar call by Reverend Graham was "Just as I am ", Written by 

Charlotte Elliott in England, this hymn has influenced many people to make a commitment for 

CHRIST! Charlotte had suffered with mental illness until Swiss evangelist, Dr. Caesar Malan 

urged her to "Come to Christ just as you are! Charlotte committed herself and experienced great 

peace and joy. She wrote 150 hymns and is one of the greatest English writers: "Just as I am, 

without a plea and that thou biddest me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come! I come!” 

Ginny Vigrass (2011) 

  



Holy Week Devotions 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning. Lamentations 3:22-23 

These two verses are tucked away in an Old Testament book and are not often quoted. 

Thomas Chisholm expanded this assurance into the hymn, "Great is Thy Faithfulness." 

Chisholm, a Methodist minister and his friend, William Runyon, put the poem to tune. It is my 

favorite hymn in our whole hymnal, and one I want song at my last birthday. The hymn speaks to 

me about God's care in the present and in whatever the future holds. "Strength for today," the 

poet writes, "and bright hope for tomorrow." What more can be needed? In these introspective 

weeks of Lent, may the hymn's message be held more closely. And it is also OK to sing it a lot – 

except maybe in crowded elevators. 

Leonard Budd (2010) 

  



Holy Week Devotions 

Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 

If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed… Nothing shall be impossible and to you. Matthew 

17:20 

Mustard is an easy plant to grow. Farmers sow seeds for the spring crop even before the 

last frost. If the leaves are not harvested, the plant soon sends up a strong seed stock. 

Unfortunately, many of us do not realize that faith can grow as easily as the mustard seed. Jesus 

noted how lack of faith among the disciples had caused them to fail to heal the epileptic boy, 

thus he noted, "if one has faith as a grain of mustard seed, even mountains can be moved"!  It 

was a Bible from my mother, and this scriptural bookmark from Anne that became the seed for 

my faith growth and development. During difficult times, this verse has served as my guide. My 

faith was further nurtured by two Oberlin College theologians who taught courses on the life and 

teachings of Jesus. Through them, I came to know the person Jesus, and I developed the faith to 

follow wherever he led.  

Now, years later, I look back to those who planted the seed, those who nurtured the seed, 

and those ministers and friends who have continued to cultivate the fruits of that seed. Each in 

their own way has shown me that no task, no illness, no loss, should overwhelm us, if we can but 

nurture the seed planted within us that leads to always having faith in the one who gave us life so 

that we might have eternal life.  

Prayer: Our heavenly father, nurture our faith like a mustard seed, so that we will know all 

things are possible with thee. Amen 

Jack Palomaki (1994) 



Holy Week Devotions 

Good Friday, April 2, 2021 

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into the hands I commend my spirit! " and 

having said this, he breathed his last.   Luke 23: 46 

Even though I attended many worship services growing up in a minister's family, I do not 

remember a lot of them. When I was in high school, we lived in Portsmouth, Ohio and I 

remember attending the "Seven Last Words" Good Friday services at Reverend Plummer's 

Church each year. My dad was usually preaching somewhere else, but my mother, sister, and I 

would wear Sunday clothes and attend several segments of the "Seven Last Words". For some 

reason, I remember those services more than the Easter celebrations. I think it was at these 

services that the seeds of understanding what God did for us in Jesus Christ were planted through 

these wonderful hymns: 

"Alas! And did my Savior bleed, and did my Sovereign die? Would he devote that sacred head 

for sinners such as I” Hymnal 359 

"O Love divine, what hast thou done! The immortal God has died for me! The fathers coeternal 

Son bore all my sins upon the tree. The immortal God for me hath died. My Lord, my Love, is 

crucified!” Hymnal 287 

Space limits my naming other hymns, but these services with these hymns are excellent 

examples of how my faith was nurtured in the bosom of my family and the church, and faith has 

made all the difference in my life! 

Sharon Spieth. (2005) 



Holy Week Devotions 

Saturday, April 3, 2021 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28 

What a wonderful promise is given to us in this Bible verse written by Paul to the 

Christians in Rome, and intended for all Christians in every age and throughout the world. To 

me, this promise means that God is able to take a hardship, an illness, a success or a failure, and 

use it to help us grow in our faith, and through our experiences become a blessing to others who 

may be facing the same challenge or a different one.  

I have found this promise to be true in my own life, as I faced breast cancer, and had to 

recover from surgery and chemotherapy in 1993. Not only did this suffering cause me to grow in 

my own faith, but I found that I was able to help others who, having heard of my illness and 

learning that they were facing a similar situation, came to me and ask for advice. 

Dr. Kathryn Huxtable Lewis (2005) 

This message is included as a tribute to Kay who entered eternity Dec. 7, 2020. 

  



Holy Week Devotions 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 

In Our Life, Eternity 

...but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and 

saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus body had been, one at the head and the other at the 

foot. They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away”, she said, 

"and I don't know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it 

you are looking for? ". Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, "Mary.” She turned 

toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said "do not 

hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 

"I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God"  John 20: 11-17 

As I sit in my office on the coldest day of the year, I am reminded of the words to my 

favorite hymn, "Hymn of Promise." "In the cold and snow of winter, there's a spring that waits to 

be, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see." Natalie Sleeth. 

I really do hope that spring comes. In the middle of winter sometimes, we fear that spring 

will never arrive, and it will be this cold forever. Yet spring always comes and flowers always 

bloom and we can trust Mother Nature. The same is true of the promises that God has for us. So 

many of us are afraid of many things, and we often live in fear, yet God has promised us love, 

grace, forgiveness, and eternal life. That is why when I forget those promises I remind myself of 

my favorite hymn. I first heard this hymn as a teenage girl, and I remember, as I was singing it, 



being filled with the presence of God. This hymn is full of life, hope, and promises and most of 

all God's amazing love for us. During this time of Lent, much of which can be full of rainy, cold 

and dreary days, may we be reminded of the Hope that comes with Easter and of the promises 

that God has for us. I know life cannot always be easy and it is full of struggles, but I hope that 

you can look at the promises that God has given us and live in hope. 

Hymn of promise 

Verse 3 

"In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;  

In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 

In our death, and resurrection; at the last, a victory. 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see." 

Hymnal 707. 

Rev. Laura K. Jaissle (2010) 

 


